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and children participating in Indian Head 
Start programs and migrant and seasonal 
Head Start programs)’’; 

(B) in paragraph (8), by inserting ‘‘home-
lessness, children in foster care,’’ after ‘‘eth-
nic background,’’; 

(C) in paragraph (12), by inserting ‘‘vision 
care,’’ after ‘‘dental care,’’; 

(D) in paragraph (14)— 
(i) by striking ‘‘Alaskan Natives’’ and in-

serting ‘‘Alaska Natives’’; and 
(ii) by striking ‘‘migrant and’’ and insert-

ing ‘‘migrant or’’; and 
(E) in the flush matter at the end— 
(i) by striking ‘‘Education and the Work-

force’’ and inserting ‘‘Education and Labor’’; 
and 

(ii) by striking ‘‘Labor and Human Re-
sources’’ and inserting ‘‘Health, Education, 
Labor, and Pensions’’; and 

(2) in subsection (b)— 
(A) by striking ‘‘Education and the Work-

force’’ and inserting ‘‘Education and Labor’’; 
(B) by striking ‘‘Labor and Human Re-

sources’’ and inserting ‘‘Health, Education, 
Labor, and Pensions’’; and 

(C) by striking ‘‘Native Alaskan’’ and in-
serting ‘‘Alaska Native’’. 

SEC. 22. COMPARABILITY OF WAGES. 

Section 653 of the Head Start Act (42 U.S.C. 
9848) is amended— 

(1) by striking ‘‘The Secretary shall take’’ 
and inserting ‘‘(a) The Secretary shall take’’; 
and 

(2) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(b) No Federal funds shall be used to pay 

the compensation of an individual employed 
by a Head Start agency in carrying out pro-
grams under this subchapter, either as direct 
or indirect costs or any proration of such 
costs, in an amount in excess of an amount 
based on the rate payable for level II of the 
Executive Schedule under section 5313 of 
title 5, United States Code.’’. 

SEC. 23. LIMITATION WITH RESPECT TO CERTAIN 
UNLAWFUL ACTIVITIES. 

Section 655 of the Head Start Act (42 U.S.C. 
9850) is amended by inserting ‘‘or in’’ after 
‘‘assigned by’’. 

SEC. 24. POLITICAL ACTIVITIES. 

Section 656 of the Head Start Act (42 U.S.C. 
9851) is amended— 

(1) by striking all that precedes ‘‘chapter 
15’’ and inserting the following: 

‘‘SEC. 656. POLITICAL ACTIVITIES. 

‘‘(a) STATE OR LOCAL AGENCY.—For pur-
poses of’’; and 

(2) by striking subsection (b) and inserting 
the following: 

‘‘(b) RESTRICTIONS.— 
‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—A program assisted 

under this subchapter, and any individual 
employed by, or assigned to or in, a program 
assisted under this subchapter (during the 
hours in which such individual is working on 
behalf of such program), shall not engage 
in— 

‘‘(A) any partisan or nonpartisan political 
activity or any other political activity asso-
ciated with a candidate, or contending fac-
tion or group, in an election for public or 
party office; or 

‘‘(B) any activity to provide voters or pro-
spective voters with transportation to the 
polls or similar assistance in connection 
with any such election. 

‘‘(2) RULES AND REGULATIONS.—The Sec-
retary, after consultation with the Director 
of the Office of Personnel Management, may 
issue rules and regulations to provide for the 
enforcement of this section, which may in-
clude provisions for summary suspension of 
assistance or other action necessary to per-
mit enforcement on an emergency basis.’’. 

SEC. 25. PARENTAL CONSENT REQUIREMENT 
FOR HEALTH SERVICES. 

The Head Start Act (42 U.S.C. 9831 et seq.) 
is amended by adding at the end the fol-
lowing new section: 
‘‘SEC. 657A. PARENTAL CONSENT REQUIREMENT 

FOR NONEMERGENCY INTRUSIVE 
PHYSICAL EXAMINATIONS. 

‘‘(a) DEFINITION.—The term ‘nonemergency 
intrusive physical examination’ means, with 
respect to a child, a physical examination 
that— 

‘‘(1) is not immediately necessary to pro-
tect the health or safety of the child in-
volved or the health or safety of another in-
dividual; and 

‘‘(2) requires incision or is otherwise 
invasive, or involves exposure of private 
body parts. 

‘‘(b) REQUIREMENT.—A Head Start agency 
shall obtain written parental consent before 
administration of any nonemergency intru-
sive physical examination of a child in con-
nection with participation in a program 
under this subchapter. 

‘‘(c) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—Nothing in 
this section shall be construed to prohibit 
agencies from using established methods, for 
handling cases of suspected or known child 
abuse and neglect, that are in compliance 
with applicable Federal, State, or tribal 
law.’’. 
SEC. 26. CONFORMING AMENDMENT. 

Section 2501(c)(1)(C) of the Children’s 
Health Act of 2000 (42 U.S.C. 247b–1 note) is 
amended by striking ‘‘9840a(h)’’ and inserting 
‘‘9840a’’. 
SEC. 27. COMPLIANCE WITH THE IMPROPER PAY-

MENTS INFORMATION ACT OF 2002. 
(a) DEFINITIONS.—In this section, the 

term— 
(1) ‘‘appropriate committees’’ means— 
(A) the Committee on Health, Education, 

Labor, and Pensions of the Senate; and 
(B) the Committee on Education and Labor 

of the House of Representatives; and 
(2) ‘‘improper payment’’ has the meaning 

given that term under section 2(d)(2) of the 
Improper Payments Information Act of 2002 
(31 U.S.C. 3321 note). 

(b) REQUIREMENT FOR COMPLIANCE CERTIFI-
CATION AND REPORT.—The Secretary of 
Health and Human Services shall submit a 
report to the appropriate committees that— 

(1) contains a certification that the De-
partment of Health and Human Services has, 
for each program and activity of the Admin-
istration for Children and Families, per-
formed and completed a risk assessment to 
determine programs and activities that are 
at significant risk of making improper pay-
ments; and 

(2) describes the actions to be taken to re-
duce improper payments for the programs 
and activities determined to be at signifi-
cant risk of making improper payments. 

SA 1715. Mr. CRAIG submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed to 
amendment SA 1502 proposed by Mr. 
REID to the bill H.R. 6, to reduce our 
Nation’s dependency on foreign oil by 
investing in clean, renewable, and al-
ternative energy resources, promoting 
new emerging energy technologies, de-
veloping greater efficiency, and cre-
ating a Strategic Energy Efficiency 
and Renewables Reserve to invest in al-
ternative energy, and for other pur-
poses; which was ordered to lie on the 
table; as follows: 

On page 221, line 21, strike ‘‘and’’. 
On page 221, between lines 21 and 22, insert 

the following: 
(iv) wood products that are certified under 

all nationally recognized sustainable forest 

certification programs, as determined by the 
Director, that are carried out by a third 
party; and 

On page 221, line 22, strike ‘‘(iv)’’ and in-
sert ‘‘(v)’’. 

f 

NOTICE OF HEARING 

COMMITTEE ON ENERGY AND NATURAL 
RESOURCES 

Mr. BINGAMAN. Mr. President, I 
would like to announce for the infor-
mation of the Senate and the public 
that a hearing has been scheduled be-
fore the Committee on Energy and Nat-
ural Resources. The hearing will be 
held on June 27, 2007, at 2:30 p.m. in 
Room 366 of the Dirksen Senate Office 
Building in Washington, DC. 

The purpose of the hearing is to re-
ceive testimony on S. 1171, a bill to 
amend the Colorado River Storage 
Project Act and Public Law 87–483; to 
authorize the construction and reha-
bilitation of water infrastructure in 
northwestern New Mexico; to authorize 
the use of the reclamation fund to fund 
the Reclamation Water Settlements 
Fund; to authorize the conveyance of 
certain reclamation land and infra-
structure; to authorize the Commis-
sioner of Reclamation to provide for 
the delivery of water; and to resolve 
the Navajo Nation’s water rights 
claims in the San Juan River basin in 
New Mexico. 

Because of the limited time available 
for the hearing, witnesses may testify 
by invitation only. However, those 
wishing to submit written testimony 
for the hearing record should send it to 
the Committee on Energy and Natural 
Resources, U.S. Senate, Washington, 
DC 20510–6150, or by email to 
GinalWeinstock@energy.senate.gov. 

For further information, please con-
tact Michael Connor at (202) 224–5479 or 
Gina Weinstock at (202) 224–5684. 

f 

AUTHORITY FOR COMMITTEES TO 
MEET 

COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES 

Mr. BROWN. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Armed Services be author-
ized to meet during the session of the 
Senate on Tuesday, June 19, 2007, at 
9:30 a.m., in open session to consider 
the nomination of the honorable Pres-
ton M. Geren, to be Secretary of the 
Army. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

COMMITTEE ON FINANCE 

Mr. BROWN. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Finance be authorized to 
meet during the session of the Senate 
on Tuesday, June 19, 2007, at 10 a.m., in 
215 Dirksen Senate Office Building, to 
consider an original bill entitled the 
‘‘Energy Advancement and Investment 
Act of 2007.’’ 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 
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COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN RELATIONS 

Mr. BROWN. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations be author-
ized to meet during the session of the 
Senate on Tuesday, June 19, 2007, at 10 
a.m. to hold a nomination hearing. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN RELATIONS 
Mr. BROWN. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations be author-
ized to meet during the session of the 
Senate on Tuesday, June 19, 2007, at 
2:30 p.m. to hold a hearing on the West-
ern Hemisphere Travel Initiative. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

COMMITTEE ON HOMELAND SECURITY AND 
GOVERNMENTAL AFFAIRS 

Mr. BROWN. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Homeland Security and Gov-
ernmental Affairs be authorized to 
meet during the session of the Senate, 
on Tuesday, June 19, 2007, at 9:30 a.m. 
in order to conduct a hearing entitled: 
‘‘The Juvenile Diabetes Research 
Foundation and the Federal Govern-
ment: A Model Public-Private Partner-
ship Accelerating Research Toward a 
Cure.’’ 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

SELECT COMMITTEE ON INTELLIGENCE 
Mr. BROWN. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the Select 
Committee on Intelligence be author-
ized to meet during the session of the 
Senate on June 19, 2007 at 2:30 p.m. to 
hold an open hearing. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

PRIVILEGES OF THE FLOOR 

Mrs. MURRAY. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that Crystal 
Bridgeman, a fellow on my staff, be 
granted floor privileges for the remain-
der of this session. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

Mr. BINGAMAN. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that Jodie Sweit-
zer, an intern with my staff on the En-
ergy and Natural Resources Com-
mittee, be granted the privileges of the 
floor during the remainder of debate on 
the energy bill. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

IMPROVING HEAD START ACT OF 
2007 

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Senate 
now proceed to the consideration of 
Calendar No. 137, H.R. 1429, the Head 
Start authorization bill. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the bill by title. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 
A bill (H.R. 1429) to reauthorize the Head 

Start Act, to improve program quality, to 
expand access, and for other purposes. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the bill. 

Mr. KENNEDY. Mr. President, I wel-
come the Senate’s action on this im-
portant legislation, the Head Start for 
School Readiness Act. 

I commend Senator ENZI, Senator 
DODD, and Senator ALEXANDER for 
their bipartisan cooperation on this 
legislation, and I thank all the Sen-
ators on the HELP Committee for their 
contributions to improving Head Start 
to meet today’s challenges. We began 
this process four years ago. Today, our 
bipartisan efforts have resulted in the 
strengthening of a 42 year old program 
that has been a lifeline of support for 
millions of low-income children pre-
paring for school and for life. 

Since the War on Poverty, Head 
Start has delivered the assistance 
needed to enable disadvantaged chil-
dren to arrive at school, ready to learn. 
Its comprehensive services provide bal-
anced meals for children, support visits 
to the doctor and dentist, and teach 
young children important learning and 
social skills. It helps families with the 
greatest needs get on their feet, and 
encourages parents to participate ac-
tively in their child’s early develop-
ment. 

Years of evaluation have dem-
onstrated that Head Start works. A 
Federal survey found that Head Start 
children make both academic and so-
cial gains under the program, and that 
these gains continue when children 
enter kindergarten. Once Head Start 
children complete their kindergarten 
year, they are near the national aver-
age of 100 in key areas, with scores of 
93 in vocabulary, 96 in early writing, 
and 92 in early math. 

Over the years, we’ve also learned 
more about how Head Start can be im-
proved. This reauthorization applies 
that knowledge to make modifications 
in the program, and it will enable Head 
Start to be even more effective in the 
years ahead. 

In this legislation, we expand Head 
Start to include thousands of low-in-
come children who are not yet served 
by the program. We provide for better 
coordination of Head Start with State 
programs for low-income children. We 
strengthen Head Start’s focus on crit-
ical early learning skills and school 
readiness. We enhance the educational 
goals for Head Start teachers. We pre-
serve the community-based structure 
of the program to ensure that the 
needs of local neighborhoods and their 
children are the top priority. We also 
provide greater accountability for the 
program, including new policies to pro-
vide improved monitoring visits and 
guarantee that programs with defi-
ciencies receive needed attention and 
support. 

To strengthen Head Start, we must 
begin by providing more resources for 
it. Child poverty is on the rise again 
and the need for Head Start is greater 
than ever. Today, less than 50 percent 
of children eligible for Head Start par-
ticipate in the program. Hundreds of 

thousands of 3- and 4-year-olds are left 
out because of inadequate funding. 
Early Head Start serves only 3 percent 
of eligible infants and toddlers. It is 
shameful that 97 percent of the chil-
dren eligible for Early Head Start have 
no access to it. This legislation ex-
pands access to Head Start to serve as 
many infants, toddlers, and preschool 
children and their families as possible. 

The bill establishes goals to increase 
funding and expand the program to 
provide nearly $8 billion worth of serv-
ices by 2010. These funding levels are 
essential to carry out the essential re-
forms in the legislation and to serve 
thousands of additional children and 
families. 

In 1994, we enacted Early Head Start 
to benefit infants, toddlers, and their 
families. It has worked ever since. 
Early Head Start children have larger 
vocabularies, lower levels of aggressive 
behavior, and higher levels of sustained 
attention than children not enrolled in 
the program. Early Head Start parents 
are more likely to play with their chil-
dren and read to them. These activities 
increase a child’s desire to learn and 
strengthen a family’s commitment to 
education. Our bill doubles the size of 
Early Head Start over the course of the 
authorization, and includes a commit-
ment to serve 56,000 additional chil-
dren. 

The bill also establishes a Head Start 
Collaboration Office in every State to 
improve support for Head Start chil-
dren, to align Head Start with kinder-
garten classrooms, and to strengthen 
its local partnerships with other agen-
cies. These offices will work hand in 
hand with the Head Start network of 
training and technical assistance to 
support grantees in meeting the goals 
of preparing children for school. 

I’m especially pleased that the bill 
provides the blueprint needed to up-
grade and strengthen other early child-
hood education programs and services 
in the states. The bill provides an ac-
tive role for states in coordinating 
early childhood education and develop-
ment programs, and designates an 
Early Care and Education Council in 
each state to undertake the activities 
essential to developing a comprehen-
sive system for the nation’s youngest 
children. The councils will conduct an 
inventory of children’s needs, develop 
plans for data collection, support early 
childhood educators, review and up-
grade early learning standards, and 
make recommendations on technical 
assistance and training. For States 
ready to move forward and implement 
their statewide plan, the legislation of-
fers $100 million to support incentive 
grants for States to implement these 
important efforts. 

Over the past four decades, Head 
Start has developed quality and per-
formance standards to guarantee a full 
range of services, so that children are 
educated in the basics about letters, 
numbers, and books, and are also 
healthy, well-fed, and supported in sta-
ble and nurturing relationships. Head 
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